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BAE Systems Australia yesterday announced agreements with the Victorian defence industry worth more than $200 million as part
of its bid for LAND 400, the Australian Army’s biggest land vehicle acquisition program.
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The company said, should it be named as the successful tenderer for the contract, the agreements for the build phase of the project
will create more than 100 supply chain jobs in Victoria, which will have a multiplier effect creating downstream employment and
economic benefits for the state.
Australian industry will also participate in the upgrade and maintenance of the vehicles during their decades of service in the
Australian army.
Companies included in the announcement include Marand, MOOG Australia, MoTeC, AME Systems, RUAG Australia, DVR
Engineering, Milspec and APV.
LAND 400 teaming partner Marand will manufacture the hulls of the combat proven AMV35, while the other Victorian suppliers will
contribute specialist manufacturing expertise including heavy fabrication, electronic systems and complex assemblies.

BAE Systems has committed to producing the AMV35 locally and will invest 20,000 hours to transfer the advanced manufacturing
knowledge and capability to the Australian workforce, ensuring long lasting employment and enduring sovereign capabilities.
BAE Systems Australia chief executive Glynn Phillips praised the Victorian defence industry's capabilities, along with its chosen
partners' experience in manufacturing.
"Victoria’s defence industry is recognised for its world-class capabilities and the companies that we have selected as partners have
proven experience and leading edge manufacturing capabilities," Phillips said.
"Australian production, future upgrades and support of these world-class vehicles will create long-term jobs and deliver strong,
sustainable economic benefits throughout the community.”
Following the announcement, Victoria's Minister for Industry and Employment Wade Noonan said the state's manufacturing
expertise and transitioning automotive industry made Victoria a prime candidate for this defence project.
"There's no question Victoria has the expertise and the advanced manufacturing capabilities to deliver these military vehicles,"
Minister Noonan said.
"With our automotive industry in transition, Victoria's world-class defence supply chain businesses are leading the way in
generating new jobs and opportunities for local workers.
"We recognise the importance of defence supply chain businesses, and that's why we're supporting them with a new $2 million fund
to secure future contracts."
BAE Systems has provided the following rundown of what each company will provide for its LAND 400 bid:
Marand – designs and manufactures complex and innovative equipment for the aerospace, defence, automotive, rail and
renewable energy industries. Expertise in applying innovative manufacturing and production techniques delivers substantial
financial benefits to customers. Marand is the largest Australian supplier on the F-35 Lightning II Joint Strike Fighter program.
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MOOG Australia – designs, manufactures and integrates precision motion control products and solutions. Its motion control
products provide the highest level of performance in wind turbines, gas and steam turbines, testing and simulation, ground vehicles,
security, steel production and industrial machinery.
MoTeC – develops and manufactures advanced electronics systems that enhance the capability performance of a wide range of
platforms and equipment.
AME Systems – a leading manufacturer of quality electrical wiring harnesses for heavy transport, military, medical and special
purpose vehicles and machinery.
RUAG Australia – precision manufacturing, maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO), metal treatment and finishing and
engineering.
DVR Engineering – manufacturer of high hardness armour components for the defence industry, providing precision sheet metal
components, pressed steel products and fabrication/assemblies with the capability of spray metalising, powder coating and wet
spray to military specifications.
APV – Australia’s leading industrial and safety testing organisation and international original equipment manufacturer (OEM) of
specialist restraints within the automotive aftermarket, industrial, bus and coach, truck, military and specialist restraint markets.
Milspec Manufacturing – manufactures complex electro mechanical subsystems, power systems and electrical wiring harnesses
for Defence and other industries.
Saab Australia – will deliver key subsystems on the vehicle and has a number of Victorian companies in its supply chain.
Earlier this year, Rheinmetall, the other contender for the LAND 400 project, announced it had shortlisted Victoria and Queensland
as its preferred location for the manufacturing site of the vehicles if its bid is successful.
At the time of the announcement, Minister Noonan said, "Victoria is Australia's home of military vehicle manufacturing and we are
doing everything we can to maintain our world-class reputation.
"The LAND 400 Phase 2 project is worth billions to our economy and we'll continue working to secure this contract for Victoria."
Queensland Minister for State Development Dr Anthony Lynham also said Queensland's shortlisting is a reflection of the state's
strong defence capabilities.
"This is an endorsement of our state’s capabilities in land defence and heavy vehicle manufacturing and sustainment,” Minister
Lynham said.
Since then, Rheinmetall has also announced Brisbane-based company NIOA will be a key supplier of ammunition and armament
services in support of its LAND 400 Phase 2 offer and also reached a supply agreement with Victorian manufacturer and SME
Nezkot for the delivery of products and services to the company’s bid.
While BAE Systems has not yet made a decision regarding the location of the vehicle manufacturing facility, it said further
announcements about partnerships with leading SMEs in other states and territories will be made soon.
However, Defence Connect understands South Australia is unlikely to be the site of build should either company be selected as
successful tenderer.
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